
The North Thurston Public Schools 

Department of Music 

_________________________________ has elected to begin instruction on the _____________ 

He/she should begin on a _____________ size instrument and should obtain an instrument as soon 

as possible.  We recommend that you contact all stores when shopping for an instrument since 

prices, quality, and rental plans do vary.  Use the checklists below as a guide when shopping for an 

instrument.  The dealer will be glad to answer questions concerning their instruments. 

Violin and Viola 

1. Is instrument the correct size?  (see above) 

2. New or used?  Used is okay and should be less expensive to rent and buy. 

3. What are the terms of the rental contract?  Upgrades? 

4. Solid case with good latches and/or zippers?   “Seams” should connect all around case. 

5. Has the instrument been shop adjusted by a professional?  No internet rentals please! 

6. Pegs and fittings should be genuine ebony.  No softwood or plastic, please! 

7. Four good steel strings with four fine tuners. Fine tuners should turn easily. 

8. Bow should be free from cracks.  Please use genuine horsehair, synthetic not as good. 

9. Any cracks in instrument?  If so, have they been solidly repaired? 

10. Be sure your outfit includes the following: 

*Instrument        *Rosin 

*Case         *Wire folding music stand with case 

*Bow         *Technique book is furnished by the school 

*Shoulder Pad        *Soft cloth for keeping the inst. clean  

Cello 

 

1. Is instrument the correct size? 

2. New or used?  Used is okay and should be less expensive to rent and buy. 

3. What are the terms of the rental contract?  Upgrades? 

4. Canvas bag in good shape?  Zippers or snaps work? Has a handle? 

5. Pegs and fittings should be genuine ebony.  No softwood or plastic, please! 

6. Has the instrument been shop adjusted by a professional?   No internet rentals please! 

7. Four good steel strings with four fine tuners. 

8. Any cracks in instrument?  If so, have they been solidly repaired? 

9. Does endpin move in and out freely?  Is it sharp?  Is it at least 12” long? 

10. Bow should be free of cracks.   Please use genuine horsehair, synthetic not as good. 

11. Be sure your outfit includes the following: 

 

*Instrument   *Rosin 

*Bow    *Wire folding music stand with case 

*Canvas  case   *Technique book is furnished by the school 

*“Rockstop” endpin rest *Soft cloth for keeping the inst. clean 

 

Should you have any questions about the string program or if I can be of service to you in any way, 

please feel free to call me on my cell phone – (360)561-1764, or leave a message at the school.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Grant Sears    

Director of Orchestras, NTHS, South Bay and Pleasant Glade Schools 



Parents, please read this page….Important! 

 

Parents play a vital role in their child’s musical growth because they can create and 

maintain the atmosphere of interest and encouragement at home so necessary to real 

pleasure and progress in music study. 

The greatest help you can give your child is active, constructive, daily interest and 

encouragement. Being interested takes no special training or skill.  It can consist of 

simply asking, “What did you learn at your lesson today?”  It can mean listening to 

your child play their pieces, or checking to make sure they have covered the whole 

assignment.  Be sure to give encouraging comments to your child routinely.  Things 

like: “That sounds great”, or, “It’s really sounding better”, or, “I’m so proud of you”.  

Positive comments like these will go a long way in helping to create a nurturing 

environment on the home front.  

Don’t expect your child to maintain a consistently high level of interest in their music 

study every day of the week throughout the year.  Months of high interest are apt to 

be followed by short periods of lower interest.  You should expect this.  Progress is 

an interesting paradox; sometimes when it’s happening fastest, it shows the least. 

When should the student practice?  Every day.  Learning to play a stringed 

instrument involves developing new mental disciplines and acquiring new physical 

skills.  A short, regular practice session everyday is worth far more than a longer 

session every other day or an irregular schedule.  We are developing inner discipline.  

We want the student to be drawn toward the instrument, not be pushed to it.  The 

practice session should be long enough to cover the assignment, short enough to stay 

within the student’s attention and interest span.  Above all, the parent should be 

happy that the child plays and encouraging so that the child will want to continue 

with their music study.   

A close relationship with the child’s teacher is important.  Don’t be afraid to ask 

questions of the teacher.  You don’t have to be a musician, or even musically inclined 

for your child to be successful at playing an instrument.  Ask lots of questions, and 

be ready to do what the teacher recommends.  Patience and dedication are the keys 

to a long and happy instrumental career for your child.   

 

Good luck and go have fun! 

 



 

A Blueprint for Success! 

For String Instrument Parents and Students 

 

 

Success is not an accident.  To achieve it, one must first have a desired goal in 

mind, and then develop a system or method which leads to the achievement of the 

goal. 

 

In music, we develop the skills and knowledge which enable us to perform good 

music with accuracy, intelligence, beauty and control. 

 

 Success:   depends upon perseverance and sustained interest. 

 

Interest:    on the other hand, will be sustained only through success. 

 

Practice Habits:  which get results insure both success and interest. 

 

 

All beginning music students start with that initial, high-powered spark of interest 

and enthusiasm.  A new and exciting world of sound is theirs to explore and 

experience.  They soon discover, however, that a lot of hard work (not wasted effort 

but intense, concentrated, intelligent practice) is necessary for real success.  

Parents, students and their music teacher must work together to establish good, 

lasting habits at the very beginning.  There is no other way. 

 

 

Remember:  Practice every day. 

Practice for results, not by the clock. 

Practice using good patience and concentration. 

                                    

    



 

 

 

 

Do’s and Don’ts for Parents and Students 

Parents: 

DO  encourage. 

Don’t   criticize or ridicule your child’s playing. 

Don’t   nag. 

Don’t   force your child to play for company if he/she doesn’t want to. 

DO  look over your child’s shoulder occasionally and ask if they want help. 

DO  come to hear your child perform at all concerts. 

DO  ask questions of the teacher if you have questions. 

 

My school e-mail address is:  gsears@nthurston.k12.wa.us 

 

Students: 

DO  practice carefully at least 5 times a week.  

DO  love your instrument and treat it carefully.  Keep it clean. 

DO  come to class daily and bring your instrument. 

DO  listen carefully to the teacher and do what they ask you to do. 

DO  your best all of the time!  ☺ 

 

mailto:gsears@nthurston.k12.wa.us


 

 

 

A Daily Practice Routine for Students 

 

Practice at least 20 minutes five times a week.   

In the beginning practice for shorter periods, and lengthen as you get stronger. 

Rest or stop when you get tired. 

Come back later for a fresh start. 

 

Get Ready!  Assemble music stand, instrument, pencil and rosin. 

 

Get Set!  Organize your thoughts:   

    What are you going to accomplish today? 

    Review everything -  fingerings, bow hold, note names,  

    rhythm and counting. 

    Use your head to think through problems. 

    Go online for help. 

 

GO!   1. Review previous lessons and clean up trouble spots. 

    

2. The assigned lesson. 

     *Practice slowly.  Be accurate. 

     *Don’t practice mistakes – be sure you’re right. 

     *Count – clap- play. 

     *Work out trouble spots carefully and be patient. 

    

3. Play for fun  

 

 Anything you like but play it as well as you can. 

 

 

               


